                         Twenty Mule Team Ride Information

The ride:  The 31th annual Twenty Mule Team 35, 65 and 100 mile Ride on February 25, 2012 in Ridgecrest, CA should be a great ride for all.  

.

The trail will bring you through the scenic Mohave desert with views of the eastern Sierras.  The footing will be excellent with very few rocks and no hard packed roads.  The footing is on firmly packed sand and the weather is typically dry in the desert (even when it is pouring rain and storming up north!)   The trail is well marked and very safe for inexperienced horses. We will have plenty of additional glow bars for the 65 and 100 mile riders.  This should make for easy night time riding.  The 35 is a nice introduction to longer LD’s for those of you considering a 50 while the 65 is a nice transition for those of you thinking about doing your first 100 or even training for a 100.  The 100 mile ride is great for first time 100 mile riders as it is technically simple (no cliffs, bogs or major water crossings) and the moon will be lighting your way at night.  So come on down and join us at one of the greatest rides in the west!

Weather:  Although the weather is generally nice, you should be ready for cold weather.  It is cold at night, near freezing, but can be warm during the day.  It can also be windy. 

Camp:  Base camp is located at the Desert Empire Fairgounds in Ridgecrest, CA.  The elevation is approximately 2,500 feet.  Motes, restaurants and grocery stores are available one to two miles from the fairgrounds.  Plenty of water is available at base camp for horses and humans.  Bring a hose. There are real restrooms with flush toilets and hot showers.  There is plenty of parking and camping space available for large rigs.   Stalls are $25.00 and pens are $15.00 and are available on a first entered basis.  Please enclose fee with entry to reserve a stall or pen.  Bring tools to clean your camp and stall/pen. All hay/manure must be raked up into large, neat piles away from walls, trees, pens, etc. so the tractor can pick it up.   Dogs must be kept on a leash at all times.

Trail:  
Loop 1: 65 and 100 mile ride:

There will be a controlled start until all riders are across the first paved road.  While riding in residential areas, please give the right of way to vehicles.  Do not block roads, move to the side of the roads to allow vehicles to pass.  This is very important for the future of this ride.   Loop 1 continues south.  Ride across College Heights Blvd. and continue over the ridge and down the other side to Hwy 395.  Crews can be at the 395 North crossing.  You will ride through what will be Vet Check 3 and 5 on the return trip. Continue west to the  underpass and turn right in front of it.  DO NOT GO UNDER IT!  Turn right in front of the under pass and continue along tracks and turn left or west to cross the tracks at the crossing.  Continue west to the Sandpit Vet Check 1 at 16 miles.  This will be a 15 min. hold for the 65 and 100  milers.  From Vet Check 1 you will head south over beautiful country on good roads/trails to Vet Check 2 located on a dry lake bed off Garlach Road and you will be riding up in the higher desert with pretty views and good footing.  Hay and manure must be cleaned up so please do not spread it.  Crews should clean up before leaving.   This vet check is at mile 31 and will be a one hour hold.  You will leave this vet check and head north and return to the underpass.  Go under the underpass and follow common trail to Vet Check 3 at  Hwy 395.  This is a 15 minute hold.

After the vet check carefully cross Hwy 395 and follow common trail back to base camp (approx. 10 miles).  The finish for the 65 mile ride will be ½ mile from the base camp. Do not block vehicle traffic on the road – give cars the right of way.   The 100 mile riders will go straight into the south corner of the fairgrounds to Vet Check 4.  This is a one hour hold for the 100 mile riders.  We will hang plenty of glow bars from vet check 3 to the finish for the 65 mile riders. 

Loop 2: 35 mile Ride and 100 mile Ride

The 35 mile ride will have a controlled start until they cross the paved road.  Ribbons on this loop are orange and are mostly on the right side of the trail.  There will be water at approximately 10 miles.  Continue riding south until you intersect the BLM road on the top of the ridge and turn right.  This is a wide, graded road.  Ride west toward the Sierras for 4 miles to Hwy 395 south crossing at approximately 19 miles.  There will be hay, water and a radio operator.  The 100 mile riders can use radio communication to call for a trailer if for any reason you feel you or your horse should not go on.  Crews can easily meet riders here.  You will go through an old homestead.  Stay on the road as there is old equipment in the desert from old mines or homesteads.  Continue up the hill and down the other side. Continue on jeep road.  You will come out just in front of the underpass.  GO UNDER THE UNDERPASS.  From here the 100 mile riders will be on common trail from earlier in the day.  Continue on marked trail, some cross country to Hwy 395 and Vet Check 5 for the 100 mile riders and Vet Check 1 for the 35 mile riders.  This is at mile 90 for the 100 mile riders and mile 25 for the 35 mile riders.  There will be no hold for the 100 and a 30 minute hold for the 35. There will be plenty of glow bars for the 100 mile riders.  

Ride cross country to a jeep road and turn left.  Continue on road and carefully cross Hwy 395.  The finish line for the top ten on the 100 and all 35 mile riders will be ½ mile from base camp. After the top ten riders on the 100 have finished, the finish line will be moved into the fair grounds.   LD riders must meet recovery before receiving a finish time.  Do not block the roads, give right of way to vehicles.

Awards:   All riders completing the ride will receive a nice and unique completion award.  Special awards will be presented for the horse excellence award on the LD and for first place and best condition on the 65 and 100.  We will also be presenting  team awards so join up with some friends and join a team!  The 35 mile awards will be given out Saturday evening and the 65 and 100 mile awards will be given out Sunday morning.  If you cannot stay for the awards ceremony please pick up your award as they will not be mailed. There will be no ties. 

Food:  The Saturday evening dinner and Sunday morning hot breakfast will be deliciously catered.  One meal is included in your entry and extra meal tickets can be purchased for a fee.  In addition, there are plenty of restaurants and grocery stores within minutes of the fairgrounds.  

                    Entries: There is a discounted entry prior to 2/18/12.  Full refund for cancellations prior to   

                      2/22/12.  For cancellations after 2/21/12 and for horses not passing the pre-ride veterinary check, a    

                       $25.00 administrative fee will be withheld.  No shows receive no refund.

Veterinary staff:  The veterinary staff will be:  Dr. Melissa Ribley (head vet), Dr. Mike Peralez and Dr. Susan McCartney.

                    Directions:  :  From the Inland Empire:  North on I-5 up the Cajon Pass to 395 North.  Continue  

                        North on 395 to the Ridgecrest turn off – China Lake Blvd.  Continue on China Lake Blvd about 5 miles 

                        to a light at Walmart and Albertsons.  Go through the light to stop sign at Bowman Road and turn right.     

                        Turn left on Richmond Road and go to the North entrance of the Fairgrounds.  From Los Angeles:  North on I-5 to Highway 14 towards Lancaster.  Continue North on Highway 14 approximately 120 miles to Highway 178 East towards Inyokern.  Continue East on 178 (Inyokern Rd) approximately 14 miles to China Lake Blvd.  Just past McDonalds turn left onto Highway 178 (Ridgecrest Blvd.) at the light.  Turn right at light at Richmond Rd.  The Fairgrounds will be on your left.  From the North:  Drive south on highway 395 to the Ridgecrest turnoff.  Turn left on Inyokern Rd.  When the road ends at the Naval Weapons Center, turn right and drive through town.  At the light at Bank of America turn left onto 178.  At the next light turn right on Richmond Rd.  The Fairgrounds will be on your left.

                        Questions?  For more information, contact Robert or Melissa Ribley at mmribley@gmail.com or 

                         Call (530) 268-1378 before February 19, 2012

                         Call (530) 263-0497 after February 18, 2012

        We look forward to seeing you for a fun filled weekend at the 20 Mule Team Endurance Ride!

